ADVENTURES AND WONDERS       13

been quietly sitting in the garden reading a letter
from her brother; it was this letter which the
Shaman dictated to Madame Blavatsky. Suddenly
the old lady fainted and remembered dreaming that
she " saw Helen in a deserted place, under a gypsy's
tent". For two hours the astral body of the
CT-beranced Shaman travelled at Madame's bidding,
reporting to her as to far-distant friends and places.
In particular she directed him to a friend possessed
also of occult powers, asking for means of return to
more civilised parts ; a few hours later a party of
twenty-five horsemen rode up and rescued her
from the perilous situation in which she had
involved herself.

After relating this adventure (see Isis Unveiled)
Madame Blavatsky adds that while some may dis-
believe her statements, others will see in them an
interesting instance of the powers of the human
soul when freed from the body as the Shaman was.
He, of course, was only a medium, not a veritable
adept. The story is also interesting as showing the
invariable respect which Madame commanded
among those who possessed partial control of some
of the finer forces of Nature.

This incident put an end for the time being to her
wanderings in Tibet; she was conducted back
to the frontier and after some further travels in
India was directed by her occult guardian to leave
' the country, shortly before the Mutiny which broke
out in 1857.

Her family in Russia had heard nothing of her
except the vaguest rumours; it was Christmas
night, 1858, a wedding-party was in progress, when
in the midst of the supper an impatient ring at the
beU^-was heard, and Madame Blavatsky walked in!

/ At the time of which we write (1858) Madame
"Blavatsky was already possessed of occult powers,
and the next few years of her life, spent in Russia